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Meeting Minutes Regular Meeting of the
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Wednesday, December 10, 2025
6:15 PM
Council Chambers

Committee Members
Chairman Benson Alderman Musillami Alderman Finn

1. CALL TO ORDER.

Chairman Benson called the meeting to order at 6:15 PM.
2. ROLL CALL

Present:	Chairman Benson, Alderman Finn, and Alderman Musillami

Also Present: 	Mayor McDermott, City Clerk Kmet, Treasurer Bolt, Alderman 
		Mikolyzk, Alderman Frohlich, Superintendent of Public Works Serna, 
		Finance Director Schutter, City Engineer Sledz, Staff Engineer 
		Fitzgerald, Police Chief Klimek, Building Commissioner Wagner, 
		Deputy Clerk Cordova, City Administrator Paul

3. COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLIC.

None.

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – OCTOBER 8, 2025.

4.a.  Approval of the Infrastructure Committee Meeting Minutes – October 8, 2025.

The minutes of the regular meeting of October 8, 2025 were previously distributed to the members of the Infrastructure Committee. 
A motion was made by Alderman Musillami to approve the minutes from the October 8, 2025 meeting, seconded by Alderman Finn and motion carried unanimously.

5. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMITTEE FOR DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION AND IF SO DETERMINED, ACTION UPON:

5.a. Presentation by Delanie O’Connell from Perry Weather regarding extreme 
	weather notification system.  

	Delanie O’Connell from Perry Weather went through her slides to explain the extreme 
	weather notification system.  

Superintendent of Public Works Serna asked how often does the program update and can you mute the sirens at certain times.  Ms. O’Connell said that radar and the weather station update every five minutes and you can control the siren schedule per day and per hardware unit.  

5.b.	Consideration to purchase an ArcGIS System for Countryside’s Water 
	Department in the amount of $9,975 from Novotny Engineering.  

Superintendent of Public Works Serna said at this time the Water Department does not have a GIS System (Geographic Information System).  This system is a digital mapping and data management tool that helps the staff see, track, and manage everything related to the water system on an interactive map.  

	City Engineer Sledz said that Novotny is going to import and organize existing water 
	utility data and set up a secure ArcGIS online workspace for the Water Department.  
	The Water Department will get real time data from the system.  They will provide staff 
	with training and create web maps for viewing and editing  

A motion was made by Alderman Finn to purchase an ArcGIS System for Countryside’s Water Department in the amount of $9,975 from Novotny Engineering seconded by Alderman Musillami, the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Benson said this will go to the City Council meeting for approval.  

5.c.	Consideration of a 2026 Drainage Improvement Project.

City Engineer Sledz said the City of Countryside has a history of residential flooding issues.  The last project the City did was in 2018 on Rose Avenue.  I’d like to bring this project forward for consideration due to a complaint that was filed on Plainfield Road.  After this complaint was filed Novotny was hired to perform a survey of the area.  Our findings from the survey found that there is a slight depression in this area and we concluded that a total of five residents would benefit from adding a couple drainage structure and connecting them into the storm sewer system.  

5.d.	Discussion on long term capital planning and user rate analysis for the City’s 
	Sanitary Sewer activities. 

	Finance Director Schutter passed out some maps and said that we provide sanitary 
services for Ward 2.  We have 31 commercial properties and 323 residential accounts.  We have 354 total accounts that we provide sanitary services for.  Ward 1 and Ward 3 are mostly served by South Lyons Sanitary District and a part of Ward 3 is La Grange Highlands.  We reviewed the pricing structure of these entities and South Lyons Sanitary District’s minimum bill was about $12 a month, La Grange Highlands is about $12.50 flat monthly fee and the City of Countryside is currently at $6 a month flat fee.  

	While cleaning out the old City Hall we found that in 1991 then City Auditor, Casmir 
Kott, in conjunction with then City Engineer Robert Boehm, developed an operating and capital replacement cost analysis for the City’s Sewer Fund.  The study identified the stabilized operating costs of the fund and estimated dates and costs of significant future capital replacements.  The study ultimately concluded that the current user rate structure at the time was a $3 monthly charge and would prove to be insufficient in meeting the future obligations of the fund.  They calculated the rate and decided to raise the fee from $3 to $6.  After 34 years we are still charging $6 a month for residential and commercial, I think it’s time we take a look at adjusting the rate.  

	After studying all the data that was put forward we believe in 2027 we should raise 
	the sewer rate from $6.00 to $12.00.





5.e.	Discussion on revising front yard setbacks.

Chairman Benson said this came back to us several months ago specifically regarding Ward 2.

	Building Commissioner Wagner said we have two options.  Option 1 was to keep the code current as it is for R1 zoning district which would be a 30 foot setback.  The only other option which was originally changed in 2017 which was the average of each building on either side of the residential structure to a 30 foot setback.  Option 2 would be a 30 feet or the average of the setbacks of the two (2) buildings on each side of the subject property, whichever is greater.  

	Chairman Benson asked since this Ordinance has been put into place roughly how many new houses have been built.  Building Commissioner Wagner said that there has been twenty new houses built.  

	Mayor McDermott suggested to continue this discussion with staff and Chairman Benson agreed to continue this discussion and bring it to the committee at a later date.

5.f.	Consideration for a proposed text amendment for RPZ testing.  

	Building Commissioner Wagner said that BSI does our maintenance on our RPZ 
testing and the code currently does not designate a third party to receive such reports.  This would be just a code change to allow the City and a third party to receive the reports.  

A motion was made by Alderman Finn to approve a proposed text amendment for RPZ testing seconded by Alderman Musillami, the motion carried unanimously.  

6. OTHER COMMITTEE BUSINESS.

None.

7. ADJOURN.

Chairman Benson asked for a motion to adjourn being there is no further business to come before the committee.  

Alderman Musillami motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Alderman Finn and motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Benson declared the meeting adjourned at 7:14 PM.
	
APPROVED:

Respectfully Submitted,


Alderman Mark Benson, Chairman
[bookmark: _GoBack]/km
CITY OF COUNTRYSIDE
Page 4

image1.png
COU NTRYSIDE

CHICAGO'S WESTERN GATEWAY




